LuLEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS'
THE VOTER

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Holly Oppelt

WE THE PEOPLE

| started thinking about the phrase “We the People.” What does
it mean? When we see it at the beginning of the U.S.
Constitution’s Preamble it establishes that the power of the
government comes from its citizens. This revolutionary concept
of “popular sovereignty” marked a shift from the historical idea
that a monarch granted government power.

The first three words signify that the U.S. government is created
by and exists to serve its citizens, rather than the other way
around. Today everything seems to be going astray. That’s why
we have to work to save our democracy. Now is the time that the
League of Women Voters members should be active day in and
day out. We just finished with a November election but now we
are faced with another big one this fall. That’s not far away, and
so many people are worn out and tired of what’s going on in our
nation. But it’s not the time to quit!

We need voter registration tables to sign people up to vote.
Candidate forums. Elections to work. Legislators to educate on
our positions at both the State and National levels. Letters to
the Editors. Everything we have been doing in the past but now
we have to take a deep breath and carry on our challenge.

We The People. It’s even more important now!
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GIVING TUESDAY

Giving Tuesday was this week. The League of Women Voters would like you to consider making an
impact on the work that the 12 LWV chapters do around the state of lowa. We do that work
through donations from people just like you. The money you donate will help pay for brochures,
speakers, travel, conventions and maybe even billboards. This is my story about "Giving Tuesday."

A story of serendipity. | religiously follow Heather Cox Richardson, A Letter from an American
(YouTube, Facebook, Substack). A couple of years ago when | saw she was going to be in lowa for
the Interfaith Alliance of lowa fundraiser | immediately bought 2 tickets. | didn't know who might
use my second ticket, but | knew they would sell out quickly - and they did. Fast forward a month
or so around midnight, | commented on Heather's post that | was excited to see her in lowa. Then |
saw a post of an lowan wanting to know where she was going to be. | emailed the person back and
gave the details but added, "l am sure they are sold out, but | have an extra ticket." Is this not a
typical lowa story?

Sight unseen, two lowa women make plans to meet at Prairie Meadows Casino and exchange
money for ticket. We send pictures of what we are wearing, so we can carry out this clandestine
adventure. Heather was incredible, LWV of lowa received an award, and Rob Sand gave a great
speech after receiving an award. The whole night was impactful on steroids.

Angela, my new friend, and | walked out together. She too had felt the energy of the night, all the
excellent work that the Alliance does, the work of the LWV, Rob Sand's speech. As we are parting,
she said "l am going to send a check to the League.” We received a check from her for $10,000.

And she gave again. Last year she funded a 'get out the vote' campaign that the lowa League did.
This year with money left over from last year's campaign, we decided to put up billboards
encouraging lowans to VOTE. We didn't quite have enough, but the board had been empowered
by Angela, and the time had come for us to be active and engaged, not shrinking violets, afraid to
spend any of the money so graciously given. We opted to go all out.

And then, once again, who steps up and funds the rest, Angela. The power of her gifts has not only
been the money, but more importantly, the gift of being seen, encouragement to fight harder and

the empowerment of our members to go out and Defend Democracy and Educate Voters.

Her dollars did all of that for us. Do you have some dollars you can share with us? The fight for
Democracy in 2026 began on November 5th, 2025.

Martha Wolf, President, Burlington Chapter
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